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baten between the) Britiſh ſub- | 


reſiding in. Gre: 

ceive, be ready t: to . 21 that there 
is ſomething of inequality and hardſhip in 
the condition of the former, if their pro- 
perty may be granted away by any Aſſembly, 
how great and reſpectable ſoever, in the 
conſtitution of which they are permitted to 
take no part. I do not mean that this 
circumſtance can be the ground of an 
exemption of the Americans from the 
authority of the Britiſh Parliament in matters 
of any kind, whether taxation or legiſlation, 
that being the ſupreme legiſlature of the 
A 2 Britiſh 


4 


Britiſh nation: for I well "WEE that the 
ſubjects of the Crown of Great-Britain muſt 


N 3 D wk” » 


continue to be ſo in every reſpect in all 
arts of the world, white they tive under 
the protection of the Britiſh Government 3 
nor can their croſſing the Atlantick Ocean 
with the King's licence, and reſiding in 
Amerida for the purpoſes of trade; affect 
their legal ſubjection to the governing 
powers of the community to which the 7 


e N 


| belong: and it is much to be lamgnt 
that any of the American Colonies have 
carried their cldims 0 far. 186 | 


| 1 be che rota want of Rent 0 
IF thei b intereſts and give an aſſent on 
their bebe to laws and taxes by which | 
they are bound and affected, is a misfortune | 
Get” every friend to Uberty and equal 
government muſt be ſorry to ſee them 
Tho under, and from, which he muſt 
with them to be relieved | in a regular and 
conſtitutional manner, "if. ſych relief can 
poſlibly- be afforded them without breaking 
the ly ol che Britiſh Government. I put 

in 


E 
in this reſtriction, becauſe otherwiſe the cure 
would be worſe than the diſeaſe. For what 
friend either to Great-Britain or America, 
that has beſtowed any attention upon this 
ſubject, can bear for a moment to think of 
diſuniting the ſubjects of the Crown, and 
ſplitting the widely- extended territories of 
this yet-compacted empire into ſo many 
diſtinct and ſeparate ſtates, independent of, 
and co-ordinate with, each other, and con- 
nected together by no other tie but that of 
owing an allegiance to the ſame Sovereign, 
which is no other than the relation in which 
Hanover has ſtood to Great-Britain ever 
fince the acceſſion of the preſent royal 
family? And this allegiance would i in many 
of the provinces be little more than a 
nominal ſubjection, as the Crown has diveſted 
itſelf of almoſt the whole of its executive 
power by the charters it has granted to thoſe 
provinces. Such a diſunion would be a 
dreadful event both to Great-Britain and 
America ; but more, if poſſible, to America 
than to Britain, as it would leave the ſeveral 
governments there at liberty. to break out 
into violences againſt each other, and to 
Proſecute 
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. proſecute to the utmoſt extremities of war 
and deſolation the numerous grounds of 
animoſity and diſſenſion that ſubſiſt among 


them, partly upon their different opinions 


in religion, partly upon the boundaries of their 


reſpective territories, partly upon their rival- 


ſhip in trade, and partly upon the claims of 


the proprietaries of ſome of the provinces 
upon the freeholders, by many deemed 


odious and exorbitant; beſides the confuſions 


that would ariſe in many of them from the 
imperfect conſtitution of their governments, 
which are not adapted to the condition of 


independent ſtates. Theſe would be great 


and real evils—far greater than the danger 
(which perhaps i is but imaginary, thoygh it 
has been ſo much inſiſted on by the 
Americans) of their being oppreſſed with 
unreaſonable taxes by a Britiſh Parliament 
in which they have no Repreſentatives. For 
there are two reaſons that induce me to 
think that theſe dreadful apprehenſions of 
oppreſſion have but little ground. The firſt 
is, that as the riches and welfare of Great- 


oy itain depend almoſt intrely upon the trade 


to 


— 


to America, the Britiſh Parliament would 


never, for its own ſake, impoſe unreaſon- 


able burthens on the Americans, becauſe 


by ſuch a meaſure that trade muſt be im- 
mediately affected: and, if it ſhould be 
ſuppoſed that the landed gentry in Parlia- 


ment might be inclined to do ſo, all the 
numerous body of merchants that trade to 


America, together with the manufacturers 
whom they employ, whoſe numbers and 
weight are ſuch (as the American, writers tell 
us) as to have been the principal cauſe of 
repealing the ſtamp- act, would inſtantly be- 
come adyocates for the Americans, as 


much as if they had been choſen to 


repreſent them: and by this means the 
inhabitants of America would be nearly 
in the ſame condition with the unrepre- 
ſented, or non- electing, inhabitants of Great- 
Britain itſelf, The ſecond reaſon is, that 
the American Provinces are already too 


powerful to be the objects of wanton op- 


preſſion, though Great-Britain ſhould not 
be reſtrained by the foregoing motive of an 


immediate common intereſt with them : 


and they are daily growing more populous : 


and 
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abs REAPER very quick degrees; whereas 


t 81 


the numbers of inhabitants in Great- Britain 
are, on the moſt favourable ſuppoſition, at 
a ſtand; and, from the luxury of the times, 


are generally thought to be deereaſing. 
This growing ſtrength of their country is: 


often the boaſt of the Americans, and is 
mentioned by them as a reaſon why they 


will not ſubmit to be taxed and governed 


by the Britiſh Parliament; but to me it 
ſeems to give room to a different coneluſion, 
and that it ought rather to operate as a 
reaſon for ſuch ſubmiſſion, fince it affords 
them a moral certainty that the Parliament 
will never venture to exerciſe ſuchi 


authority over them in an unjuſt or oppreſſive 


manner, even though it ſhould have been 
recognized by them in the fulleſt and 
ſtrongeſt terms. Vet, as it is a diſagreeable 
and degrading idea to a freeman im a popular 


government, as many of the American 


Governments are in a high degree, to be 
liable to be taxed and? have laws impoſed! 
upon him at the pleafure of others, without 
any conſent of his own given either by him 


ſelf or his repreſentatives, it would be both 
equitable 


K 
equitable and expedient to endeavour, if 
poſſible, to remove this inconvenience; and | 
raiſe them to a level with their fellow- 
* in amen 

Now: es besen 0 obvious way of 
doing this, and which is Jikewiſe agreeable 
to precedents of vety reſpectable authority, 
is to admit the American Colonies to a ſhare 
in the public Councils of the nation, by 
ſending Members to the Britiſh Parliament. 
I know there are difficulties attending ſuch 


a project (ariſing principally from the 


diſtance at which the American Provinces 
are fituated) which many people are apt to 
confider as unſurmountable: : but I could 
never. ſee any reaſon for thinking them ſo; 

nor have thoſe who have cenſured this 
project as im practicable, offered to ſubſtitute 
any other in its place. that i is more eaſy to 
be carried into execution, or more Nkely to 
give the Americans ſatisfaction. To deſcribe 
the method by which I conceive this 
project of admitting Repreſentatives from 
America into the Britiſh Parliament might 
be effected with ſufficient advantage to the 
B Americans, 
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nation. 3 
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Americans, and to obviate the principal 
objections that are likely to be made to it, 
is the deſign of the following pages. 


AzouT fourſcore perſons might be ad- 
mitted to ſit in Parliament, as Members of 


the Commons Houſe: of Parliament, for all 
the King's dominions in America, the Weſt 
Indies as well as North America; and their 
title might be that of Commiſtoners of the 
| Colonies. of America. This number would 


be about four Members for each ſeparate 
Colony upon an average : but they ſhould 


not all ſend exactly the ſame number of 
Repreſentatives ; ; but ſome ſhould ſend only 


two, others four, others five or — and 
Pennſylvania perhaps eight: the appointment 
of the numbers to be ſent by each Colony 
being to be ſettled by an act of Parliament 
upon a due conſideration of their extent, 


c wealth, numbers of inhabitants, and con- 


tribution to the public expences of che 


Ld 


 Tursz mes ſhould be permitted" to 
fit in che Houſe of Commons without 


_ havin; 8 


1 1 

having 300 J. a year in land, or any other 
pecuniary qualification, as is allowed with 
reſpect to the Scottiſh Members, and thoſe 


for 'the two univerſities of Oxford and | 
ov, of N 29 


- Tuey ſhould be choſen every year on a 
certain appointed day, which might be the 
firſt of Auguſt, by the Aſſemblies of the 
ſeveral-Provinces for which they were to be 
Commiſſioners. And this ſhould be done 
of courſe, without * King's writ of 
Werne 1 


Ox theſe occaſions they ſhould receive a 
commiſſion in writing from their electors. 
expreſſed, as near as may be, in the words 
of the writ of ſummons, and conſequently 
impowering them to ſit and vote in the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and conſult 
with the King and the great men of the 
kingdom and the Commons of the ſame in 
Parliament aſſembled, upon the great affairs 
of the nation, and to conſent, on the behalf 
of the province for which they are choſen, to 

ſuch things as ſhall be ordained in the Parlia- 
B 2 - ment, 
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ment,” in all ſuch meetings thereof as ſhall be 
holden. by the King, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
from the day of their election until the ſame 


day in the following year, and further until 
ſuch time as another commiſſion of the 


ſame kind ſhall be given by the ſaid Aſſembly 
either to them or to other perſons in their 
ſtead, to repreſent the ſaid Province for 
another year, and ſhall, be produced and 
read in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 
Two or more original commiſſions of this 


kind ſhould be ſent over to England by 


different ſhips, in order to guard againſt 
accidents of the ſea : and there would be a 
moral certainty. that at leaſt one of them 


would always be in England before the firſt _ 


wy wh rien 


Forumer, though the e ad 
Britiſh Parliament, eſpecially when it:ſhould 


have been thus augmented by the admiſſion 
of theſe Commiſſioners from the American 
"Colonies, muſt: be allowed to be ſupreme 
and inconteſtable; and all their acts of every 
kind muſt be intitled to univerſal obedience; 
yet, I conceive, it would be a proper rule 


83 | to 


{ as 
to be obſerved. in practice and to be made 
a ſtanding. order of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, never to paſs any lau, whether far 
impoſing. a tax or for regulating trade, ar 
for any other purpoſe Whatſoever, relating 
to any of the American Colonies, till one 
whole year after the firſt reading of the bill; 
unleſs. it be to renew ſome expiring laws of 
great importance, and of immediate and 
urgent neceſſity, ſuch as the act for hilleting 
the King's troops, and perhaps ſome few 
others, that might be ſpecially excepted in 
the order. The obſervation. of this rule 
would give the feveral Colonies that were | 
likely to be affected by the intended law - 
an opportunity of making proper repreſen- | 
tations againſt it, and would conſequently 
be the means of preventing the Parliament 
from making injudicious laws, not ſuited 
to the condition of the Colonies, from want 
of proper information concerning them; the 
danger of which is one of the principal 
reaſons alledged by the American writers 
againſt the expediency of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ments undertaking to make laws for America. 


LASTLY, 


[4] 
_ LASTLY, this legiſlative power of the 


Parliament ſhould be exerciſed but ſeldom, 


and on occaſions of great neceſſity. What- 


: ever related to the internal government of 
any particular Colony (ſuch as raiſing the 


neceſſary taxes for the ſupport of its civil 
government, and paſſing laws for building 


bridges, or churches, or barracks, or other 
public edifices) ſhould be left to the Gover- 


nor and Aſſembly of that Colony to tranſact 
among themſelves, unleſs in caſes where the 


domeſtic diſſenſions of the Colony put a 
ſtop to public buſineſs, and created a kind 


of neceflity for the interpoſition of the 


ſupreme legiſlature. But when any general 
tax was to be impoſed upon all the American 


Colonies for the ſupport of a war, or any other 
ſuch general purpoſe; or any new law was 


to be made to regulate the trade of all the 
Colonies; or to appoint the methods by 


which debts owing from the inhabitants of 
one Colony to thoſe of another, or of Great- 
Britain, ſhould be recovered ; or to direct 
the manner of bringing criminals to juſtice 
who have fled from one Colony into another ; 
or to ſettle the manner of quartering the 

98 King's 


b : * 


+ 


| 1 2s J 
King's troops: in the ſeveral Colonies; or of 
levying troops in them, and the number 
each Colony ſhould contribute; or to ſettle 
the proportional values of different coins 
that ſhould be made current in the ſeveral 
Provinces; or to eſtabliſh a general paper- 
currency throughout · America; or for any 
other general purpoſe that relates to ſeveral 
Colonies; in theſe caſes the authority of 
Parliament ſhould be employed, and would 
be found to be a bleſſed bond of union to 
all the various dominions of which the 
Britiſh empire is now compoſed. | 


Svc is the plan upon which I conceive 
the preſent diſputes with America may be 
_ equitably terminated, to the laſting and ſolid - 
advantage of both parties, or perhaps I ought 
rather to ſay, to the prevention of the utter 
ruin of them both, fince nothing leſs ſeems 
likely to be the conſequence of carrying the 
preſent diſſenſions to a rupture. Si collidi- 
mur, frangimur. For though Great-Britain 


may be able, juſt at preſent, to enforce her 
authority over the Americans without ad- 
mitting them to ſend Members to the Britiſh 

Parliament, 
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Parliament, yet the ſubmiſſion that would 
be che conſequence of ſuch an tkettion of 
Ber power, would not be + happy end of 
theſe diſputes. An opinion ef injury and 
Ill treatment would remain rooted in their 


dreaſts, and the animoſity it has already 


excited againſt Great-Britain would be on 
inereaſed by our ſucceſs againſt them, and 
the mis ſortunes they would have fuffered in 
the conteſt. Who can tell whether it might 
not drive them, in a fit of rage and indig- 
Aation, to call in the aſſiſtance of our 
natural enemies the French to enable them 
to become intirely independent of us? or at 
Jeaſt to refolve; when another generation 
er two ſhall have doubled or quadrupled 
their numbers, to renew the conteſt with 
their own ſtrength, in order to regain what 


Mey confider as ſo eſſential a part of their 


Jiderty? This would be the effect of ſucceſs 
in this wretched contention. The confe- 
quence of a contrary iſſue of it would be 
ke immediate independence of the Colonies 
en Great- Britain in every other point as well 
= taxation, which would probably be ſoon 


| Hollowed by the Jos of her trade and the 


In: ruin 


 Ttwh 

ruin of her public credit. But if Great- 
Britain offers the Americans the foregoing, 
or any other, -plan of an equitable union 
with herfelf, it may be hoped that they 
wilt thankfully accept it, and that a cordial 
affection will take place again, as heretofore, 
between the ſubjects of the Crown on this 
-and the other fide of the water. At leaſt 
we may ſuppoſe that the Southern and middle 
Colonies, and the Weſt India iſlands, and 
likewiſe Nova Scotia and Quebec, would 
be glad of ſuch an offer; and then perhaps 
the Provinces of New England, if they 
ſhould not be pleaſed with it, might not 
think it prudent for themſelves alone to en- 
gage in a contention with the h of 
| a omen wo | 


Ir remains that 1 s notice of ſeveral 
objections which are likely to be made to 
the foregoing propoſal, and mention the 
reſpective anſwers which 1 rere 155 | 
| Jullly be gm to them. 


| 15 the Grſt . it has * id, as an 


objection to the admiſſion of Repreſentatives 
| C from 


© @ 1 


from America into the Britiſh Parliament, i 
that when Parliaments are to be convened. 
on a ſudden upon ſome great and-unforeſeen 
emergency, there will not be time to ſend 
notice of ſuch meetings to the Americans, 
2 ah their Members hs attend, 


wx IS s obje&ion is W in hs 1 
Soing plan, by providing that it ſhall not 
be neceſſary to ſend the King's writ of ſum- 
mons acroſs the Atlantic Ocean every time 
a new Parliament is to meet; but that theſe 
Commiſſioners of the Colonies, ſhall- be 
choſen every year on a certain day appointed 
for that purpoſe, to wit, the firſt of Auguſt, 
whether a Parliament is then in being or 
not, ſo that they will always be ready $0 
attend their duty in Parliament whenever 
the King thinks proper to call one. And if 
the Parliament ſhould by an extraordinary 
chance happen to ſit for the. diſpatch. of 
+ buſineſs during the interval between the end 
of the year for which they are choſen and 


the arrival. of the next commiſſion in 
England, that is, between -the- firſt of 
Avg and aboyt the ficſt of October (which 
dit 7 would 


„„ 
would not happen once in fifty years) the 
Colonies would not be unrepreſented even 
during that interval, though the new Com. 
miſſion would be then at ſea; becauſe 
it is provided' that the Commiflidners of the 
former year ſhall fit and vote during ſuch 
interval, or until the arrival and publication 
of the new COMET: 
AnvoTHER objection is; that it would be 
highly inconvenient to the Repreſentatives ſo 
choſen by the Colonies to be forced to croſs 
the ocean twice a year, to the hazard of 
their healths and lives, the loſs of a third 
part of their whole time, and the ee 
neglect of their n affairs. 


Tat anſwer is, that ee g to the 
foregoing plan they may be choſen in their 
abſence, and conſequently need not croſs 
the ſea at all. By this means alſo they 

may continue in England the whole year, 
and be conſtantly ready to give their atten- 
dance at every meetin 8 of anne that 
ſhall be called, 
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A THIRD objection is, that it would be too 


great a burthen of expence upon many of 


the Colonies, eſpecially the Northern ones, 


to pay their Commiſſioners ſuch wages or 


ſalaries as would be neceſſary to induce 
them to undertake the office, and to enable 
them to maintain a decent appearance in 


England as Members of the Britiſh Parlia- 


ment; which could not well be leſs than 
ooo. a year to each Commiſſioner, 


* 


In anſwer to this objeQion, which is 


much more plauſible than the former ones, 
it may be obſerved in the firſt place, that 


many of the American provinces, as, for 


| inſtance, the Welt India iſlands, the Carolinas, 


Virginia, Maryland, and Pennſylvania, could 
well enough afford this. expence of a few 
thouſand pounds a year to reward the 
&rvices of their Commiſſioners, And, if 
they could afford it, it would certainly be 


money extremely well laid out, and would 
be returned to them with advantage by the 


zeal and activity with which their intereſts 
would be ſupported in Parliament. 25 


2 
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Axp 1 as to thoſe Colonies which 
could not well afford ſuch an expence, it 
may be anſwered, that they could eaſily find 
perſons who would undertake theſe honour- 
able — without any * 


recon 


1 bi it will mh here ſaid, and kh 
truth, that there is not on the continent of 
North America, or at leaſt-in the N orthern 
half of it, an order of gentry, as in Old 
England, that is, of perſons of liberal 
education and . eaſy patrimonial | fortunes 
ſufficient to , enable them to undertake 
honourable offices for the ſervice of their 
country without any pecuniary advantage; 
that the richeſt people among them are 
their merchants, who cannot neglect their 
trade without running the riſque of being 
ruined that their landholders, though 
many of them own large tracts of land of 
thirty or forty thouſand acres, yet are either 
Forced to keep their land in their own hands, 
and cultivate it by negroe ſlaves, which 
requires their own continual preſence and 


rag ; or, if they let it to 
_ tenants 


t 2 3 


5 to let it at ſuch very low rates, 


| that they ate unable to undertake 6 expenſive 


an employ nent as that of a Conitnitſioner 


to the Britiſh Parliament without a ſalary; 
and therefore that theſe Colonies will not 
be = ep to Pee Wen Commiſſioners. 


Bur to this it may be anſwered, i in the 


firſt place, that in ſome of thoſe Colonies 
| there is an order of gentry very evidently . 


riſing up, that in a couple of generations 
will produce a conſiderable number of 
perſons of ſufficient patrimonial fortunes for 
the purpoſe here mentioned; more eſpecially | 
in the provinces of New York and New 
Jerſey, where the Engliſh law of AAS: 
9 et r TIRES un. th 


neither now is, nor ever will be in time to 


come, in the Colonies themſelves a ſufficient 

number of perſons able and willing to 
undertake theſe employments gratis, yet 
there are numbers of gentlemen in England 
who would be glad to undertake them, and 


would eſteem themſelves highly honoured 


by 


FUE 


„ 


by tha\Colonics: which ſhould think fit o 
chuſe them; and many of theſe gentlemen 
might be as fit for theſe employments, and 
a8 likely to ſerve their Wen with zeal 
and fidelity, as the natives of America 
themſelves. 0 Three ſorts of perſons occur 
to me 88 this e as * to anſwer 
TTC 8.0 
"nt Tax fil fort conſiſt of fuch perſons as have 
been governours, or lieutenant- governoum, 
or chief juſtices, or commanders of garriſons | 
or of regiments, or officers of the Crown 
: in any other office of of truſt or importance, 
and who have gained the confidence and 
good opinion of the inhabitants -of the 
Colonies, 1 in which ip have ſerved. during 


ſince retarnod to: England to ſpend the 
. remainder. of their days in their native 
country. Theſe gentlemen would be well 
acquainted with the circumſtances. of the 
Colonies they had belonged to, their con- 
ſtitutions, genius, laws, and trade, and 
would be the moſt able and intelligent 
„n miſſioners in Parliament that they could 


chuſe: « 


n an 
er 


F —- 
chufe: and it thay well be fuppoſed that 
they would likewiſe retain an affection for 
the people amongſt whom they had ſpent a 
confiderable part of their lives, and from 
whom they had received fo honourable A 
mark of ene and eſteem.” e 
99% 111 £5 od AFC ne 
Tux ſecond fort edcilifts* of ave egit 
my reſiding at London or elſewhere 
"Im — ho trade to the ſeveral 
Colonies in America. Theſe perſons would 
add at leaſt the mercantile intereſts 
of the Colonies they traded to, and would 
be finicerely concerned for their welfare, 
with which their own intereſts would have 
ſo cloſe a connection; as is (experienced at 
-this preſent time in the zeal with which the 
London merchants concerned in the trade 
tw America fupport the claims of the 
Americans. And there is no doubt that 
theſe Engliſh metchants would gladly under- 
take the office of Commiſſioners of the 
Cclonies, to which they traded, in the 
"Beicifh Parliament withorn a : ſalary. | 


2 


— 
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Ty x third ſet of Perſons who would; as 
1 conceive, be glad to undertake theſe em- 
1 ployments without a ſalary, are Engliſh 


gentlemen of independent fortune; who ² 


would, as I conjecture, employ part of 
their wealth in the purchaſe of landed 
eſtates in the American Colonies, arid would 
go and reſide upon them for a few years, 
in order to acquire a knowledge of the con- 
cerns of the Provinces in which they were 
ſituated, and recommend themſelves to the 
inhabitants of thoſe Provinces as fit perſons 
to repreſent them in the Britiſh Parliament: 
This would be of advantage to the Provinces 
in which theſe purchafes were made, in two 
reſpects: firſt, by the money it would bring 
into thoſe Provinces to make the purchaſes 
with, which would quicken trade and in- 
duſtry: and ſecondly, by promoting a 
friendly intercourſe between the inhabitants 
of thoſe Provinces and thoſe of Great» 
Britain, when the ſame perſons would often 
be proprietors of land in both countries, 
and conſequently would have occaſion to go 
from the one to the other to inſpect the 


en of their n which would 
6: 1 D - ___ doubtlels 


L 20 


doubtleſs be followed by perſonal friendſhips 
between the reſidents of both countries and 
their: reſpective. families, and often by inter- 

marriages; which are grounds and means 
of union that ought -by no means to be 
diſregarded by two remote branches of the 
ſame nation that ſincerely deſire to continue 
under the lams dceniniou. 


LES Fil WE” 
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- PROM dude of theſe three claſſes of men 
refiding in Great-Britain the Americans 
would always be able to chuſe a ſufficient 
number of intelligent and faithful Com- 
miſſioners to repreſent them in the Britiſh | 
ne at 


de FOURTH objection to this ane 155 
from the bad opinion the Americans in 
general entertain of the Members of the 
Britiſh Parliament. They ſay that corruption 
is openly practiſed in it; that no Member 
of Parliament is at all aſhamed to take a 
place or penſion to betray his truſt, and vote 
as the Miniſter directe ;—and that, this being 
the prevailing faſhion, there is reaſon to 
* hat the Members that ſhould be 


choſen E 


[wo] 


| Pe Soup to , repreſent · che Colonies, if the 
foregoing plan were adopted, whether Ame- 
ricans or. Engliſhmen, would fall in with it, 
| like their neighbours, and endeavour to 
advance their private fortunes by ſacrificing 
the intereſts of their cotiſtituents. 

wr N anſwer to this Adee 1 might 
queſtion the truth of the fact on which it 
is grounded, the extreme corruption of the 
Members of the Britiſh Parliament. At 
leaſt J cannot allow it to be true in the 
extent in which the Americans repreſent it, 
as if the Houſe of Commons in their public 
actings had no regard at all to the intereſt of 
their country or the duties of their truſt, 
but were ready to paſs any iniquitous laws 
to the prejudice of public liberty, and to 
grant any ſums of money however exorbitant 
without any apparent neceſſity, to the 
prejudice of the property of their conſtituents, 
whenever the King's Miniſters ſhould 3 3 
them fo to do, 


Ir is certain that no ſuch 1. have been 
paſſed at the inſtigation of the Miniſters, 
| Fs - and 
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and that no ſuch grants as are above men- 


tioned have been made, unleſs perhaps in 
the ſingle inſtance of the ſum of 513, ooo l. 


granted to his preſent Majeſty for the dife 


charge of the debts of his civil liſt, And 
in this caſe I can eaſily ſuppoſe that a motive 
of compaſſion for the numbers of innocent 
perſons 'who would otherwiſe have been 
ſufferers from that load upon his Majeſty's 
revenue, and an affeQiqnate deſire of re- 


lieving their excellent Sovereign (who has 
in no inſtance endeavoured to violate the 


liberties of his ſubjects) from the unworthy | 
ſtraights and inconveniences, ill becoming 
the royal dignity, into which ſome of his. 


Miniſters had brought him by the injudicious 


management of his revenue, may have in- 
duced many Members of the Houſe of 
Commons to conſent to this grant, without 
any view to their own private. intereſt ; 
though at the ſame time I acknowledge it 
to be, conſidering all its circumſtances, a 


dangerous compliance, and not * to 


þe « drawn into example. 


AND 


4 4 ® 


X 29 . 
Aup as to the other fact which has 
Fe made the ground of ſuch ſevere 
cenſures upon the Houſe of Commons, the 
expulſion and incapacitation of Mr. Wilkes 
to ſit in the preſent Parliament, it is a 
matter of ſo much nicety and difficulty, 
ſupported ſo well by uſage and precedents, 
and a general acquieſcence of «the people 
under the power of expulſion exerciſed by 
the Houſe of Commons from the year 1580 
to the year 1711, without an endeavour to 
re- elect the expelled Members, or any 
traces of an opinion in the Members them- 
ſelves that were expelled, that they were 
capable of being re- elected, and confirmed 
in that year by a deciſion of the Houſe of 
Commons in the caſe of Sir Robert Walpole 
(which was never afterwards reverſed or 
publickly cenſured, notwithſtanding the ſub... 
ſequent changes of the times and Sir Robert's 
long continuance in'power) that an expelled 
Member was incapable of being re- elected 
during the ſame Parliament: I fay, the 
doctrine that has prevailed was ſo well 
ſupported by all theſe circumſtances, that T 
pm 6 that numbers of thoſe who 
voted 
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„ 
voted in ſupport of Mr. Wilkes's incapacity 
did it upon full conviction that they were 
deing right, and that they were bound to 
vote in that manner by the law and uſage 


of Parliament. I mention this only to 


the conduct of many Members of 


the Houſe: of Commons in a moral view, 
by obferving that it is probable they meant 


to do right on that occaſion, and not to 


infinuate that the judgment they paſſed 
on this ſubject was free from errour, or that 


every expulſion of a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons creates, or ought to create, in 


him an incapacity of being re- dlected to 


ſerve in the ſame Parliament; or even that 
the Houſe of Commons is rightfully poſ- 


ſeſſed of any power of expelling a Member 
at all upon a pretence of unfitneſs or un- 


worthineſs, or for any crime whatever that 


is committed out of the Houſe, and is 


cognizable by the ordinary courts of law; 
all which has always appeared to me, as it 
now ſeems to be generally efteemed by the 
body of the nation, to be an arbitrary, 


unmnedeſſary, and dangerous power illegally 


aſſumed by them over each other, and over 
the 


* 


Ws 


| the rights of their electors; 3\ 


ind! I bert 
wiſh it may be taken away (now that the 


evil tendency of it is generally underſtood 
and complained of ) together with the power 
exerciſed by them of impriſoning their 
fellow / ſubjects that are not members of their 
body, by an act of the whole legiſlature” 
in ſome future ſeſſion of Parliament. But 
the exerciſe of it in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes' 


ought not to be mentioned as a proof of 


the corruption of the Houſe of Commons 
and of their readineſs to ſacrifice the deareſt 
intereſts and franchiſes of their conflituents 
to the arbitrary directions of a Miniſter. 5; 
THESE are the only two inſtances. of 
the corruption of the preſent | Houſe of 
Commons brought by the moſt formidable 


arraigner of their conduct, the ingenious 


author of the Thoughts on the Cauſes of the 
preſent Diſcontents and therefore we may 
ſafely conclude that no other has exiſted. 


But if there were many, and thoſe not 
capable of being juſtified in any degree, 


what ought to be che conſequence? not, 
_ ſurely, 
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1 
ſurely, that ths Americans ſhould ſeparats 
themſelves. from their fellow-ſubje&s of 
Britain and refuſe to ſend their Delegates, 
when invited to do ſo by proper authority, 
to the general and ſupreme Council of the 
nation: but that all the ſubjects of the 
empire in every part of it ſhould join in 
endeavouring by every legal method to 


obtain a redreſs of fo important a grievance 


and reſtore. the vigour of the conſtitution ; 


either by making the elections for Members 


of Parliament annual; or by making the 


Members, who are properly the attornies of 
the people who chuſe them, liable to be 


changed, like other attornies, at the pleaſure 
of their conſtituents; or by diſqualifying 
perſons who have places, or penſions, during 
the pleaſure , of the Crown, from fitting in 
Parliament; or (ſince theſe, which are the 
moſt obvious remedies for this dangerous 
ſtate- diſeaſe, do not ſeem to be approved by 
thoſe who complain moſt of its malignity) 
by ſuch other methods, hitherto unknown, 


as ſhall be thought moſt adequate to the 
nature and magnitude of the evil. But in 


the 


the. mean time the Americans will ſurely 
have no reaſon to complain, if they are put 
upon the ſame footing with their brethren 
in Great - Britain, and partake of the benefits 
of the Britiſh conſtitution, imperfect as it 
* be, as it 4 in the center and heart 


2 ; 
, bf * 


- Turs I 3 to be a ſufficient antes 
to tlie fourth objection. But further, by 
the foregoing plan the Americans will have 
an advantage over their fellow- ſubjects of 
Great-Britain: for they will have the 
privilege of n their Commiſſioners to 
the Britiſh Parliament every year, notwith- 
ſtanding the Repreſentatives for Great 
Britain ſhould continue to be choſen only 
once in ſeven years. Now this advantage 
is allowed them in order to counterbalance 
the inconvenience ariſing from their diſtance 
from the ſcene of action in which their 
Repreſentatives will be engaged, who might 
otherwiſe, being ſo far removed from the 
inſpection and converſation of their con- 
ſtituents, be induced to forget, neglect, or 
ſacrifice their intereſts. But with this con- 
9 E tiaual 
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das dependence upon them for an annual 
re- election, I conceive they would ever be 


attentive to their intereſts, and careful to 
1 8 their "_ 1 


A FIPTH 8 to the 3 


propoſal is, that though the Commiſſioners 


for the American Provinces ſhould continue 
honeſt and faithful to their truſt, yet their 
integrity would be of little uſe: to their 


_ conſtituents, becauſe there is reaſon to ap- 

prehend that in every queſtion. relating to 
any new tax, or other burthen, to be im- 
poſed on America, the Members for Great- 


Britain would all unite * * and 
out · vote them. 


Now, in anſwer to this objection, 
would only deſire thoſe who make it to 
conſider the caſe of Scotland. Only forty- 
five Members are admitted into the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons as Repreſentatives for 


Scotland ; that is, about one thirteenth part 


of the whote number of which the Houſe 
conſiſts : yet this number is found to be 


amply ſufficient to protect the intereſts of 


that | 


R „ d d ee 


t 


that part of the united kingdom againſt. the 
oppreſſion of the other. And indeed no 


attempt has been made, nor, as it ſhould 


ſeem, has even a wiſh been ever entertained 
by their more numerous Engliſh neighbours, 
to oppreſs them. On the contrary, they 
enjoy advantages by the treaty of union 
above the Engliſh; for, though the extent 
of their country is more than one fourth of 
the whole iſland, and the number of their 
people more than a ſixth part of the whole 


people, and the number of their Repreſen» 


tatives in the Houſe of Commons is more 
than one thirteenth part of the whole Houſe, 


yet they pay only the fortieth part of the 
land-tax paid by the whole ifland. And, 
though the value of their lands has, during 
the laſt five-and-twenty years, been con- 
ſtantly increaſing at a vaſt rate, much faſter 
than that of land in England, yet no en- 


deavour has been made to increaſe their 


proportion of this public burthen. And in 
a great variety of inſtances the intereſt of 
Scotland has been conſulted and promoted 
= 12 Britiſh Parliament fince the happy 


E 2 union 
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union of the two kingdoms in b 


Anne's reign. And it will not be diſputed 
that the inhabitants of that part of the 
iſland have likewiſe ever enjoyed, and 
continue ſtill to enjoy, their full ſhare of 
the favours of the Crown in preferments 
of various kinds in all en of the en 
e ce OPT" 

2 Now, nes forty-five Members choſen 
into the 'Britiſh Houſe of Commons for 


Scotland, acting zealouſly for the good of 


their conſtituents and countrymen, are able 


to procure ſue ſuch advantages for them; why 


ſhould it be apprehended that a body of 
fourſcore Members ſitting in the ſame 
Houſe for the ſeveral Colonies in America, 
and made more dependent upon their con- 
ſtituents by the neceſſity of being annually 
re- elected, would not be able to procure 
ſimilar advantages for the Colonies for which 


they would be choſen? Surely no good 
reaſon can be given for entertaining ſuch a 
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Ab further, the experiment has been 
already tried in ſome degree with reſpect 
to America itſelf, and the event has been 
found to be highly beneficial to it. For, 


though no Members have hitherte been 


choſen by any of the Colonies in America, 
yet ſeveral of the rich proprietors of the Weſt 


India iſlands, who have reſided in England, 
have been elected into Parliament for Engliſh 


boroughs: and even in this mode of ad- 


miffion they have been thought to have 


had ſufficient influence in Parliament to 


obtain many important favours for that part 


of America with which they were con- 


nected; ſo as even to excite the jealouſy 
of their northern neighbours on the con- 


tinent of North America. For the latter 


have often complained of the partiality 
ſhewn by the mother- country to the Welt 
India iſlands in matters relating to the trade 


of America, and have aſcribed it to the 


very circumſtance here mentioned of their 
having ſeveral of their principal proprietors 
elected into the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 
Surely therefore the admiſſion of a con- 
ſiderable number of Commiſſioners into the 
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- Houſe of Commons, regularly choſen by 
the ſeveral Colonies themſelves, and con- 


tinually dependent upon them for a re- 
election the next year, could not fail of 
being an effectual ſecurity to thoſe Colonies 
againſt any unjuſt or oppreſſive proceedings 


of the Parliament of Great-Britain. 


Tux fixth and laſt objection that, 1 


imagine, will be made to this propoſal is, 


that though it ſhould be allowed to be a 
proper meaſure, yet it ought only to be 
taken at the humble requeſt of the ſeveral 


Colonies of America in memorials preferred 


to the King's Majeſty in his high court of Par- 
lament, ſetting forth their intire obedience 
to the authority of the Parliament, as the 
ſupreme legiſlature of the nation, and their 


_ readineſs to ſubmit to any laws or taxes 


that have been, or ſhall be, impoſed by it, 
and then repreſenting their own great 
numbers and the great ſhare they endure of 
the public burthens of the ſtate by their 
large conſumption of Britiſh manufactures, 


and the — in — by many different 


methods, 
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methods, they contribute to its ſupport, and 


urging the reaſonable and equitable right 
they derive from theſe circumſtances to the 
privilege of having ſome ſhare in the public 
counſels and deliberations of the nation by 
which they are ſo deeply affected, and 
therefore praying his moſt excellent Majefty 
to put them upon the ſame footing witkr 
their fellow - ſubjects reſiding in Great-Britain, 
by permitting them to fend OR to 
Parliament. 


Tuns, 1 en 9 5 the moſt 
decent, proper, and conſtitutional way of 
proceeding in this matter, and would be 
agreeable to the example of the biſhoprick 
of Durham on the like occafion in the 
reign of King Charles the Second. But if, 
as we have reaſon to apprehend is now the 
caſe, America is too much divided and torn 
by factions, and too much diſguſted with 
Great-Britain, to proceed in this regular 
manner, ſhall the thing remain undone for 
that reaſon only, and the harmony and 


happineſs of both countries be thus ſacrificed 
to a punctilio? No, certainly. Let Great- 
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s rather for once deſcend a little from 
her dignity, and comply in this, not im- 


portant, circumſtance with the froward 


humour of the Americans. Let her make 
the above propoſal, or ſome other more 
wiſely contrived, but founded on the ſame 
principles of equity, to every Britiſh Colony 
in America without further delay, by paſſing 
an act of Parliament to impower the ſeveral 
Colonies to ſend the proper number of 
Commiſſioners to the Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons within the year next following 


the date of the act. It is probable that 


many of the Colonies will immediately 
comply with the propoſal, and ſend their 


Repreſentatives to Parliament: and if they 


do, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed that the 
other Colonies will not long refuſe to follow 
their example. But if they ſhould not, and 
likewiſe ſhould perſiſt in diſclaiming the 
authority of the Britiſh Parliament, we may 
at leaſt expect this good conſequence from 
having made them the offer, that it will 
unite the inhabitants of Great-Britain in 
their endeavours to ſubdue them. In the 
_ ſtate of things their indignation 
againſt 
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cad the . for their viglent 
oppoſition | to the authority of Parliament, 

ſeems to be checked and blunted by a 
generous conſciouſneſs and fellow-feeling of 
the hardſhip the Americans will labour under 
in their future ſubjection to Great-Britain, if 
they are to be taxed without their own con- 
ſent. But after ſuch an offer and the con- 
temptuous refuſal of it by any of the 
Colonies, we may well ſuppoſe that they 
will a& as one man to ſupport the juſt, 

and lawful, and neceſſary authority of the 


i ſupreme legiſlature of the Britiſh nation 
over all the dominions of the Crown. The 
juſtice of their cauſe will give vigour to their 


meaſures; and the Colonies that ſhall have 
the folly and preſumption to reſiſt them, 
yill be quickly reduced to obedience, 
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